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Main Switchboard:  IPEDS/CDS Front‐End

The IPEDS/CDS front-end allows authorized users to access the back-end data and filter for subsets of students, based on any number
of student attributes, such as school, department, major, first-time, full-time, first generation, residency, race, gender, age, etc. All
calculations are performed within Microsoft’s enterprise SQL Server. Calculations can be verified; clicking on any number instantly
displays the students underlying the calculation. The “Source” data for all survey parts can easily be viewed.

New enhancement for 2014-2015 is automation of survey results by individual schools within the college/university.

Data presented herein is based on a
hypothetical 4-year institution with a Fall
2014 enrollment of 16,427 students.

Student profiles are illustrative; names
and IDs are fictitious.

We will demonstrate
the Common Data Set
for 4-Year Institutions
(blue rectangle).
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CDS Sections A‐J:  Print Entire CDS (All Schools) 

With a click of the mouse, the user can print the entire CDS
survey for all schools combined, i.e., the institution, or for
any individual school.



Click SourceB1_2 to view source 
data and then the Report button

CDS Section B: Enrollment/Persistence (All Schools) 
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The Pivot Table allows users to filter for
subsets of students, based on any number
of student attributes (top rectangle). Here
the Fall 2014 GRS Cohort of first-time, full-
time degree-seeking students has been
selected (arrow).

The individual students are displayed
alphabetically.

The number of men and women students in
the subset chosen are shown (bottom
rectangle), which corresponds to the
numbers shown on the Main Form.

CDS Section B: Source (Show Details)
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Continuing from the previous slide, the user
has filtered for the Fall 2014 GRS Cohort in
the School of Business (black arrow).

Also, the user has clicked the Hide Details
icon (red arrow) to view numbers only, and
not the individual students.

CDS Section B: Source (Hide Details)

In this Screen Print, the user has chosen to add a new
dimension to the filter box, In-State students (arrows).

Of the 555 Fall 2014 GRS Cohort in the School of
Business, 467 are in-state (red arrow).
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CDS Section B1:  Standard Report (All Schools) 
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CDS Section B: Persistence ‐Verifiable Numbers (Arts and Sciences)

7

Clicking on any number
displays the students
comprising the number.

Here the user sees the
839 degrees awarded
to students in the
School of Arts and
Sciences (oval).



CDS Section B: Graduation Rates (All Schools)
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Clicking on the 353 displays the 353 students who
graduated within four years.

Clicking on the 1,869 displays the 1,869 students in the
Fall 2013 Cohort who returned for Fall 2014.



CDS Section C: Applicants (Professional Studies) 
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Clicking on the 148 instantly displays the women
applicants who enrolled full-time for Fall 2014.



CDS Section C: Freshman Profile (Professional Studies) 
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CDS Section C: Pivot Table ‐ Freshman Profile (Professional Studies)
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The Source Pivot Table allows filtering for
practically any subset of students.

Here, the user is viewing the freshman profile
for minority students (i.e., excluding white,
unknown, nonresident alien) for students
entering in the School of Professional Studies..



CDS Section D: Transfer Admission (All Schools) 
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Clicking on the 798 instantly displays the 798
women transfer applicants who where admitted; the
pop-up dialog indicates the number of semester
hours, if enrolled.



CDS Section F: Student Life (All Schools) 
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CDS Section H: Aid Awarded (All Schools) 
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The calculations within the
rectangle are not CDS
required, but provide the
validation of non-need
based aid that meets need

Click on Parent Loans; Pop-up Pivot 
Table is displayed on next slide.



Parent Loans Meeting Need (Validation)
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Litzy White has adjusted need of $3,483
and a PLUS loan of $8,900. After meeting
need, $5,416 was non-need aid.

Non-need institutional grants
Non-need tuition waivers
Non-need athletic awards
Non-need federal grants
Non-need state grants
Non-need outside grants
Non-need student loans
Non-need parent loans
Non-need work

Order of precedence for applying
non-need aid, as suggested by CDS:

The Pivot Table verifies that 625 students received
parent loans totaled $5,058,126, of which
$2,891,087 met need and $2,167,039 was non-
need.



CDS Section H: Students Awarded Aid (Business) 
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Clicking on the 64.8% displays the
percent need met for each student
and the average.



CDS Section H: Students Awarded Aid – Source (All Schools) 
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The Source Pivot Table encompasses financial aid
awarded to all students. Displayed here is financial aid
awarded to full-time students (arrow).

Financial aid awards can be aggregated by any number
of student attributes, e.g., by school, major, race,
gender, age range, new transfer, first generation, etc.,
as shown.
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CDS Section I: Instructional Faculty and Class Size (All Schools) 

Clicking on the 201 displays the full-time
minority instructors.

Clicking on the 26 displays the courses
with enrollments of 50-59.
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CDS Section I: Class Size (Source)

The Source Pivot Table displays all 2,241 class
sections and 110 subsections. The user can filter by
school, department, course type (as displayed), class
section only, subsection only, or class size.



The online form displays degrees that have been awarded only. The
report displays all CIP 2010 categories, even if the institution did not
award a degree in that category.
The online form also displays numbers, whereas the report displays
percentages only.
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CDS Section J: Undergraduate Degrees Conferred 

Clicking on the 584 displays the 584
completions in CIP category 52.
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CDS Section J: Undergraduate Degrees Conferred (Source)

The Source Pivot Table displays all 2,205 completions.
The user can filter by school, department, major, CIP2,
CIP category, CIPCode, gender, race, and/or GRS
Cohort.

GRS Cohort is a Yes or Blank, which allows the user
to select whether student entered as first-time, full-time
freshman. Cohort name, as displayed, allows the user
to select a specific cohort, e.g., students entering in
Fall 2009.


