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Data presented herein is based on a
hypothetical 4-year institution with a
Fall 2014 enrollment of 16,427 students.

Student profiles are illustrative; names
and IDs are fictitious.

We will demonstrate the
IPEDS Student Financial Aid
survey for 4‐Year Institutions.

Main Switchboard:  IPEDS/CDS Front‐End

The IPEDS/CDS front-end allows authorized users to access the back-end data and filter for subsets of students, based on any number
of student attributes, such as school, department, major, first-time, full-time, first generation, residency, race, gender, age, etc. All
calculations are performed within Microsoft’s enterprise SQL Server. Calculations can be verified; clicking on any number instantly
displays the students underlying the calculation. The “Source” data for all survey parts can easily be viewed.

New enhancement for 2014-2015 is automation of survey results by individual schools within the college/university.



Main Switchboard:  Print Student Financial Aid Survey

2

From theMain Switchboard, the Student Financial Aid (SFA) survey can be printed with
a click of the mouse, as illustrated.

Appendix A (Ivory‐colored paper)
contains printouts for Sections A‐
G of the SFA survey.

Appendix B (Blue‐colored paper)
contains Import Files in both
Fixed Length/Positional and Key
Value Pair formats (*.TXT). Either
set of files can be used to
automate import of the IPEDS
data.



Student Financial Aid Survey (All Schools)

The 2015 SFA survey provides award data for
all Fall 2013 undergraduates (Part B) as well
as more detailed award data for first‐time,
full‐time, degree‐seeking freshmen (Parts C ‐
G).

Data includes the number of students
receiving awards, total awards, and average
awards broken down by 1) federal grants; 2)
state/local grants; 3) institutional grants; and
4) loans to students.

TheMain Form, shown here, displays Parts A,
B, and C. The user can print Parts A‐C only or
the entire survey (red arrows). All Schools
have been selected (red oval). Clicking on any
calculations displays the underlying students
and awards (slides 5‐6).

The Source buttons (blue oval) will be covered
on slides 7‐9. Sections D/E and F/G can be
viewed as separate forms (blue arrows), as
shown on slides 10‐14 and 15‐16.

Beginning with 2014‐2015, IPEDS and CDS
surveys can be viewed/printed for each
school .
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Student Financial Aid Report: Parts A, B & C (All Schools)
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The user is previewing Parts A, B,
and C of the IPEDS SFA survey.



Verification of Calculated Numbers (School of Business)
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300 entering freshmen in School
of Business received Title IV
federal aid. Clicking on the 300
instantly “pops‐up” the students.



Verification of Calculated Numbers (Arts and Sciences)

6

432 freshmen (Group 2) in School of Arts and
Sciences received a total of $2,703,841 in federal,
state/local, and/or Institutional grants, an average
of $6,259. Clicking on the $2,703,841 displays the
students and verifies the calculations.



Pivot Table: Student Summary Award Calculations (All Schools)
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The Source 4 button on the Main Form (slide 3) displays
the summary student financial aid awards. Note that all
calculations are easily verified (rectangle).

The user has filtered to view the GRS‐Cohort of full‐time,
first‐time, degree‐seeking freshmen who entered Fall 2013.

Practically any subset of students can be selected, e.g., by
school; department; major; IPEDS’ Groups 2a, 3 or 4; first
generation; gender; race; foreign student; and/or instate.



Pivot Table:  Student Summary Award Calculations (Aggregate Numbers)
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To display aggregate numbers only, and
not the individual students, the user
clicks the Hide Details button (red
arrow).

Click the Row headings icon (blue arrow)
to vertically display calculations.



Pivot Table: Student Detail Award Calculations (All Schools)
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Clicking the Source 5 button on the Main Form (slide 3)
displays the detail financial aid awards. The number of filters
the user can select is practically unlimited, including by type
of aid received (far right).

Here, the user has filtered for the Fall 2013 GRS‐Cohort
(arrow).

Students will appear multiple times if they have more than
one financial aid award, e.g., Young, Christa A (rectangle).



Student Financial Aid Survey:  Parts D and E (All Schools)

From theMain Form, the user clicks the
Form D‐E button to view Part D and
Part E data.

Part D consists of instate first‐time, full‐
time freshmen who received a federal,
state/local, and/or institutional grant or
scholarship (Group 3 students).

Part E consist of instate first‐time, full‐
time freshmen who received Title IV
federal aid (Group 4 students). Group
4 students are reported by family
income level (rectangle).

Living arrangements for both groups
are shown: a) on‐campus; b) off‐
campus living with family; or c) off‐
campus not living with family.

The user can print Parts D and E by
clicking the Report button (arrow).
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Verification of Calculated Numbers (Professional Studies)

48 of the 59 of the Group 4 students in School of Professional Studies, with family incomes between $48,001 and
$75,000, received federal, state/local, and/or institutional grants totaling $236,967 (rectangle). Clicking on the
$236,967 displays the students and their awards (arrows).

NOTE: The average grant on the Form is calculated based on the number of students receiving Title IV federal aid, even
if he/she did not receive a grant. That is, the average equals $236,967 (col. 3) divided by 59 (col. 1), or $4,016.

The “pop‐up” dialog calculates average grant based on students receiving a grant, i.e., $236,967 divided by 48 (col. 2), or
$4,937.
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Pivot Table:  Form D‐E Calculations (Professional Studies)

Clicking on the Source button (Form D‐E) displays the
details of Title IV federal aid and federal, state/local,
and institutional grants awarded to students. Columns
5 and 6 (rectangle) list the grant awards to students.

Column 5 averages grants for only those students who
received a grant; Column 6 averages grant awards for
all Group 4 students, whether of not they received a
grant award.
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The user can instantly filter by the IPEDS parent/student income ranges, as displayed.
Incomes between $30,001 and $48,000 have been selected. The calculations for this
income range are shown at the bottom (rectangle).

Pivot Table:  Form D‐E Calculations (Filtered by Income Range)



14

Parts F and G provide net price
calculations for Group 3 and Group
4 students, using cost of
attendance data from the
Institutional Characteristics survey.

Room/board and other expenses
are weighted based on percentage
of students living a) on campus; b)
off campus (with family); and c) off
campus (not with family).

Net price is the difference between
cost of attendance and the average
federal, state, and/or institutional
grant received, respectively, by
Group 3 and Group 4 students.

The calculations shown here are
based on the IPEDS methodology,
as provided in the SFA survey
instructions.

Student Financial Aid Survey:  Parts F and G (All Schools)
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The user is previewing Parts F
and G of the IPEDS SFA survey
for the School of Education.

Student Financial Aid Survey:  Parts F and G (School of Education)


